Ralf Martin, founding member
and Elder of Chrysalis Commu-
nity, Bellingen, died at midday
on Wednesday 22 July 1998. He
was buried in Chrysalis Commu-
nity Cemetery on Saturday
attended by many friends and
family.

Ralf was born on thc 20th
September 1930 in the dockside
slums of Bermondscy, London.
His greal love of the environment
was instilled in his ‘carly years by
his mother, a country woman
from Surrey, and his other rela-
tives. Even in the city his mother
would -take him fossicking
around the parks and commons
for hazel nuts, crab apples, beech
mast, nettles and other ‘bush

" tucker’. She took Rall o stay
with his relatives whenever she
could and there he learmed with
his uncle the arts of poaching,
making dandclion wine and other
subversive aclivitics. lle  was
allowed to go away for short
spells, travelling with the local
gypsics. llis mother appears (o
have been a greal explorer and
she and Rall went on discovery
trips all around- central London,
down little known walking tun-
nels under the  Thames, Lhe

dockside warchouses smelling of
curty spices, and the nooks and
crannies of the Tower of London.
It was in the London slums,
aged four or five that Rall's inter-
cst in radio and clectronies was
born. He loved swaring down
manholes, fascinated by the Post
Office workmen with their mult
colourcd wiring. Onc day (hey
gave him ofl cuts of cable end
“and he spent hours under the
kitchen table jomimg the various
colour combinations  together.
His father' (oo must have had
some influence. He had been, in
Ralls words, 'Onc of Mr Mar-
coni's Intrepid Wircless Opera-
tors’ in the First World War,
sitling in the back seat of a Royal
Flying Corps Acroplanc in 1915
while defending England against
the Hun, Rall was bitterly disap-
pointed in later years when his
father refused to go with Marconi
when Lthe whole works moved 1o
America. It turned out o be a
disastrous decision. The Depres-
sion years were in full swing and
Rall's father spent several  years
unemployed.
By the outbrcak of war Ralls
family was living i1 a new hous-
ing cstate al West Ruislip on the
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rapidly growing westemn fringe of
London. Bombing was frequent
and Ralf's already quick reflexes
were sharpened, racing out to
extinguish fire bombs as they
rained down in the street
Always a 'beanpole', at 14 Ralf
had reached 6'2". By night he
could be mistaken for an adult
and managed to slip into relief
shifts loading and firing the anti
aircraft guns at the end of the
street. When his mother found
out she sent him to cool off in the
country !

Back in London with the war
cnding he moved into the work-
force and in his spare time
concentrated on his passion,
bicycle racing. His club rode all
over southem England for their
uaining. This, and his loye of the
country drew him into the new
Youth llostels movement. At 15
he was the Sceretary of the
London YHA and spent weekends
on voluntcer work fitting out
suilable premises as hostels.

Ralf's scnse of social justice
was in force carly on in life. At
the age of 16 he wanted to join
the youth teams in the former
Yugoslavia, working to rebuild

the railways damaged in WW2. .

His father, who regarded him as
4 ‘dangerous  Bolshevik™  prev-
ented hun from gomg by refusing
Lo sign his passport. By this time
Ralf was also a member of the
COMMUNISE party.

Rall's dream as a teenager had

been 1o become an  architeet.
However, knowing  this was a
financial impossibility, his

mother got him signed on as an
Apprentice Electrician. This
proved to be a good move as the
ETU  encournged  bright  young
men with their education. When
he did tis National Scrvice with
the AT he was able o develop
his skills further into clectronices.
parucularly radio. The ETU was
strongly wmomsed and with the
umon  support on demobh Ralfl
was able to complete a degree in
clectneal engineering at London
University.

From the Marconi (imes
onwards Rall had hankered for a
lifc in North America. He worked
mn London long cnough to cam
his passage Lo Canada, and a
new life began. During the '50s
Rall taught himsell photography,
an art m which he excelled and
gained an nternational repula-
ton.  Based in Canada he would
go anywhere and  cverywhere
there was work — from the Arctic
Circle lo Panama, on research
projeets, or as a photo journalist,
and sometimes plain bread-and-
butter photography. He had a
strong connection with the wild-
cmess and with Nauve American
Indians. Some of his personal
professional highlights were as
photographer on canocing cxped-
inons in southern Canada and
later with the Inuit.

In the late 50s - early 60s Ralf
was part of the group who hung
outl at the then small folk festival
al Woodstock (he was appalled by
the crowds and commercialism of
later years). Amongst his friends
were Leonard Cohen, Marshall
Mcluen, Buffy Saint Marie. He-
heard Timothy lLeary speak. By
an amazing coincidence while
working for the Toronto Globe,
Ralfs arch rival on the city's:
other big ncwspaper was Peter
Geddes.  Years later they would
meet up again and work together
mn Bellingen on Radio 2BBB FM!

Perhaps Ralfs most profound
experience duning this time was
covering the black civil rights
movement in Sclma, Alabama.
There he witnessed the ultimate
evils of race hatred. For the rest
of his life he could never forget
the horror of sceing the bodies of
black Amencan citizens, lynched
by mobs, hanging from the lamp-
posts.




In 1968 Ralf left Canada for _

Australia and continued his pho-
tographic career in Brisbane as
manager of Green's Photo-
graphics.

Once again he saw the
results of the suppression of
human rights during the Bjelke
Petersson government's reign.
Ralf took part in street marches,
he thumbed his nose at authority
by planting dope in the grounds
of Government House. At this
time, he helped construct the
first studio of Community Radio
4ZZZ.

Ralf's early YHA days in Eng-
land brought him into close
contact with the Quaker commu-
nity at Jordans. From this he
developed a vision of community
life in the country as the ideal
way to live. The opportunity to
put this into practice came in
1978 when he and frends
bought land on the Kalang Road,
Bellingen and Chrysalis Commu-
nity was born. He invested
enormous physical energy on the
property in the early days, build-
ing roads, houses, water systems
and gardens. Always the inven-
tor, Rall came into his own
creating: mud brick rams, bush
houscs, solar electrical systems,
and, most recently electronic
systems [or solar wood kilns. His
practical and technical skills
were awesone.

Ralf continued his social activ-
ism in the wider community and
was involved in the founding and
continued existence of the Bellin-
gen Neighbourhood Centre.  He
was an active member of the local
branch of the Labor Parly, (only
resigning his 40 years member-
ship of the Labor Party when it
abandoned is anti-nuclear
policy). He was a founding mem-
ber of the Bellingen Residents
Association, who wenl on w0
develop the Bellingen Markets.
. e was a prime mover in getting
Multiple Occupancy accepted.
He assisted in getling a number
of new Shire Council members
clected, mecluding Kevin Childs,
our first 'green’ councillor.

Ralf was committed to creating
a politically informed local popu-
laton. During the 1980s and
carly 1990s" he reported on Bell-
ingen Shire Council events as a
Jjournalist for the fedgling 2BBB
I'M. Ie was part of a strong local
news  team  including  Peter
Geddes, Robin Williams (Martin)
llclen Merkel and Dorin Hart,—
who created perhaps the ‘golden
age' ol 2BBB's local government
coverage. They produced signifi-
cant and pesitive changes in local
government. 'The Council Report’
with its signature tune The
Thieving Magpie' was looked for-
ward Lo ecagerly by the 2BBB FM
audience. It has even been
rumourcd that Council staff
listened in to find out what their
cmployers had been up to.

His techmeal expertise came
mto good stead in assisting 2BBB
I'M. There were always repairs Lo
be made to the ailing cquipment.
His advice on new purchases was
mvaluable. He designed and built
the Outside Broadcast Unit
which allowed 2BBB (o give reli-
able live broadcasts of the
beloved Bellingen Magpies. He
also took his tum on the Board
of Dircctors and served one term
as Co-op Secretary.

Ralls passion in his final
years was the Bellinger River and
the quality of our water. He was a
community representative on the
first Total Catchment Manage-
ment Committee and the Vice
President of the current one. He
worked actively to improve the
processes of the committee in its
role of repairing and maintaining
the quality of our environment.

Ralf had a wonderful irrever-
ent sense of humour and a dry
wit. His reputation as a cartoon-
ist was well known. Often while
sitting in at the press table of the
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Bellingen Shire Council he would
come up with some quirky social
comment on Council goings on.
He loved the Bellingen Company
of Clowns often making their
props, driving the 'Clown Mobile'
and helping them make a quick
gelaway.

Rall communicated well with
young pcople. He believed
strongly in the their position as
our future decision makers.
Whether it was political lobbying,
clectronies, photography, or run-
ning clection campaigns, . he
always had time to pass on his
skills.

Dunng those early years at
2BBB FM Ralf met Dorin Hart
and for the last 15 years they
have forged a great relationship
both publicly and privately. Ralf
will be sadly missed by Dorin and
her children and grandchildren.

For those who knew Ralf and
wish to add thoughts, photos or
anccdotes o the Farewell Book'
started at the funeral, please
contact Dorin or drop by the -
house in North Bellingen. !

All of us will miss Ralf Martin.
As Roma Mulder said as she gave
the culogy at his funeral on
Saturday: :

‘Farewell to a man who wished
to be remembered as a stirrer and
a political and social reformer. A
man who was also an elder, a
wise man, and environmental
guardian, a caring human being,
but above all a jriend.'
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Ralf Martin, founding member
and Elder of Chrysalis Commu-
nity, Bellingen, died at midday
on Wednesday 22 July 1998. He
was buried in Chrysalis Commu-
nity Cemetery on Saturday
attended by many friends and
family.

Ralf was born on the 20th
September 1930 in the dockside
slums of Bermondscy, London.
His great love of the environment
was instilled in his’ early years by
his mother, a country woman
from Surrey, and his other rela-
tives. Even in the city his mother
would -take him fossicking
around the parks and commons
for hazel nuts, crab apples, beech
mast, nettles and other 'bush
tucker’. She took Rall to stay
with his relatives whenever she
could and there he learmed with
his uncle the arts of poaching,
making dandclion wine and other
subversive activitics. lle was
allowed to go away for short
spells, travelling with the local
gypsies. llis mother appears Lo
have been a great explorer and
she and Rall went on discovery
trips all around central London,
down little known walking tun-
nels under the Thames, the

dockside warchouses smelling of
curry spices, and the nooks and
crannies of the Tower of London.

It was in the London slums,
aged four or five that Ralfs inter-
cst in radio and eclectronics was
born. He loved starnng down
manholes, fascinated by the Post
Office workmen with their muld
coloured winng. One day they
gave him ofl cuts ol cable end
and he spent hours under the
kitchen table joining the various
colour combinations together.
His father too muslt have had
some influence. He had been, in
Ralls words, 'One of Mr Mar-
coni's Intrepid Wircless Opera-
tors’ in the First World War,
sitting in the back seat of a Royal
Flying Corps Acroplanc in 1915
while defending England against
the Hun. Rall was bitterly disap-
pointed in later years when his
father refused to go with Marconi
when the whole warks moved (o
America. It turned out 1o be a
disastrous decision. The Depres-
sion years were in [ull swing and
Ralf's father spent scveral years
unemployed.

By the outbreak of war Ralls
family was living n a new hous-
ing estale al West Ruislip on the

rapidly growing western fringe of
London. Bombing was frequent

and Ralf's already quick reflexes
were sharpened, racing out to
extinguish fire bombs as they
rained down in the street.
Always a ‘'beanpole’, at 14 Ralf
had reached 6'2". By night he
could be mistaken for an adult
and managed to slip into relief
shifts loading and firing the anti
aircraft guns at the end of the
street. When his mother found
out she sent him to cool off in the
country !

Back in London with the war
ending he moved into the work-
force and in his spare time
concentrated on his passion,
bicycle racing. His club rode all
over southern England for their
training. This, and his loye of the
country drew him into the new
Youth Hostels movement. At 15
he was the Secretary of the
London YHA and spent weekends
on volunteer work fiting out
suitable premises as hostels.

Ralfs sense ol social justice
was in force early on in life. At
the age of 16 he wanted to join
the youth teams in the former
Yugoslavia, working to rebuild
the railways damaged in Ww2,
His father, who regarded him as
a ‘dangerous  DBolshevik'  prev-
cnted him from going by refusing
to sign his passport. By this time
Ralfl was also a member of the
communist party.

Rall's dream as a tecnager had
been 1o become an  architect.
However, knowing this was a
financial umpossibility, his
mother got him signed on as an
Apprentice Electncian. This
proved to be a good move as the
ETU  encouraged bright  young
men with their education. When
he did his National Service with
the RAIF he was able to develop
his skills further into electronics.
parucularly racho. The ETU was
strongly uniomised and with the
union support on demob Ralf
was able to complete a degree in
cleetrical enginecring at London
University.
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From the Marconi times
onwards Rall had hankered for a
life in North America. e worked
i London long cnough to carn
his passage to Canada, and a
new life began. During the '50s
Rall taught himsell photography,
an art in which he exeelled and
gained an mternational reputa-
ton. Bascd in Canada he would
go anywhere and cverywhere
there was work - from the Arctic
Circle to Panama, on research
projects, or as a photo journalist,
and sometimes plain bread-and-
butter photography. He had a
strong connection with the wild-
cemess and with Nalive American
Indians. Some of his personal
professional highlights were as
photographer on canoeing exped-
wons in southern Canada and
later with the Inuit.

In the late 50s - early 60s Ralf
was part of the group who hung
out at the then small folk festival
al Woodstock (he was appalled by
the crowds and commercialism of
later years). Amongst his friends
were Leonard Cohen, Marshall
Mcluen, Buffy Saint Marie. He
heard Timothy Leary speak. By
an amazng comncidence while
working for the Toronto Globe,
Ralls arch nwval on the city's -
other big newspaper was Peter
Geddes. Years later they would
meel up again and work together
in Bellingen on Radio 2BBB FM!

Perhaps Ralls most profound
experience during this time was
covering the black civil rights
movement in Selma, Alabama.
There he witnessed the ultimate
evils of race hatred. For the rest
of his life he could never forget
the horror of seeing the bodies of
black American citizens, lynched
by mobs, hanging from the lamp
posts.
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Background

This study arose as part of a suite of research into the City
South sub-region, a dynamic area connecting the economic
gateways of Port Botany, the airport and the Central
Business District. The aim was, by examining the human
services situation in City South, to develop new models for
planning and delivery which will improve the effectiveness
of the human services system.

A sub-region of contrasting places

The City South sub-region is the diverse residential and
industrial area stretching from Redfern through to Botany
Bay, consisting of a variety of distinct residential
communities separated by major roads or industrial areas.

The variety among the local communities in City South
provides an immediate indication that “place focus” must
be an important part of the human services planning and
delivery system. The services wanted most by one
community are unlikely to be the same as another with
different demographic characteristics.

Who Cares? 1We Care report of the South Sydney Public
Housing Taskforce examined the Waterloo and Redfern
Housing Estates over a two year period from 1993-95. The
study extensively consulted service providers and their
clients about needs for services. It identified a range of
gaps in services and made a range on recommendations for
collaborative responses by government departments and
local agencies to address what they described as a crisis in
the service delivery system for public housing tenants in
South Sydney. These illustrate the challenges to be
addressed in improving human services.

The human services system

Complexity and diversity

The human services system is characterised by its
complexity, with planning and service provision by many
programs and departments from the three spheres of
govemment coupled with activity by community and
charitable service providers, and increasing provision by
commercial service providers. The sheer scale and variety
of activity indicates that there are not simple solutions to
improved services. Rather, a sophisticated approach

involving coordinated actions through a number of levels
and sectors is suggested.

There 1s no rigid definition of human services. Broadly,
human services encompasses all services provided by public
organisations for individual or community benefit. Some of
these services might also be provided by businesses, but
“human services” are distinguished from commercial
personal services such as hairdressing because there is some
component of government subsidy.

Human services are not a clearly differentiated set of
services, and the boundaries between human services and
other public and community services are not rigid. Human
services planning will involve components of physical and
economic planning, just as those will benefit from human
services mnputs.

An overview of human services planning

Collaboration, integration, consultation — these are not new
concepts of which human services agencies are unaware. A
scan of the human services planning and consultation
processes mn City South revealed a number of important
mnitiatives where agencies’ planning and consultation were
leading to improved outcomes.

Public administration and planning of human services is
mncreasingly bemg devolved to the regional level where
knowledge of issues and resources can be more detailed,
consultation with agencies and consumers more effective,
planning more attuned to circumstances, and relationships
between organisations can develop better. Simultaneously,
there 1s a recognition that most human services are delivered
at the local level where participation of consumers is
practical and effective and where collaboration between
workers can occur.

Qur review of the ways that major human services
departments plan their services indicates that their methods
are converging, and that achieving better integratior is not a
too-daunting task. '

Core elements of most agencies’ planning are that it revolves
around a corporate plan built up from a set of unit plans,
and that these are derived from a set of strategic plans
related to different functions or programs. These strategic
plans are tending towards a common structure, though the
consultative processes used vary significantly.

Community based agencies, who provide a huge variety of
services such as out of school hours care, family support and
disability services, generally plan in a responsive mode based
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In 1968 Ralf left Canada for

Australia and continued his pho-
tographic career in Brisbane as

manager of Green's Photo-
graphics.
Once again he saw the

results of the suppression of
human rights during the Bjelke
Petersson government's reign.
Ralf took part in street marches,
he thumbed his nose at authority
by planting dope in the grounds
of Government House. At this
time, he helped construct the
first studio of Community Radio
4ZZZ. 3

Ralfs early YHA days in Eng-
land brought him into close
contact with the Quaker commu-
nity at Jordans. From this he
developed a vision of community
life in the country as the ideal
way to live. The opportunity to
put this into practice came in
1978 when he and friends
bought land on the Kalang Road,
Bellingen and Chrysalis Commu-
nity was born. He invested
enormous physical energy on the
property in the early days, build-
ing roads, houses, water systems
and gardens. Always the inven-
tor, Ralf came into his own
creating mud brick rams, bush
houses, solar clectrical systems,
and, most recently -electronic
systems [or solar wood kilns. His
practical and technical skills
WEre awesome.

Ralf continued his social activ-
ism in the wider community and
was involved in the founding and
continued existence of the Bellin-
gen Neighbourhood Centre.  He
was an active member of the local
branch of the Labor Party, (only
resigning his 40 years member-
ship of the Labor Party when it
abandoned is anti-nuclear
policy). e was a founding mem-
ber of the Bellingen Residents
Association, who went on to
develop the Bellingen Markets.
He was a prime mover in getting
Multiple Occupancy accepted.

- He assisted in getling a number

of new Shire Council members
clected, mcluding Kevin Childs,
our first ‘green’ councillor.

Ralf was committed to creating
a politically informed local popu-
lation. During the 1980s and
carly 1990s he reported on Bell-
mgen Shire Council events as a
journalist for the fledgling 2BBB
I'M. He was part of a strong local
news  team including  Peter
Geddes, Robin Williams (Martin)
Helen Merkel and Dorin Hart,
who created perhaps the 'golden
age' of 2BBB's local government
coverage. They produced signifi-
cant and positive changes in local
government. 'The Council Report’
with its signature tune The
Thieving Magpie' was looked for-
ward Lo ecagerly by the 2BBB FM
audience. It has even been
rumoured that Council staff
listened in to find out what their
employers had been up to.

His technical expertise came
nto good stead in assisling 2BBB
FM. There were always repairs to
be made to the ailing equipment.
His advice on new purchases was
mnvaluable. He designed and built
the Outside - Broadcast Unit
which allowed 2BBB to give reli-
able live broadcasts of the
beloved Bellingen Magpies. He
also ok his tum on the Board
of Directors and served one term
as Co-op Secretary.

Rall's passion in his final
years was the Bellinger River and
the quality of our water. He was a
community representative on the
first Total Catchment Manage-
ment Committee and the Vice
President of the current one. He
worked actively to improve the
processes of the committee in its

-role of repairing and maintaining

the quality of our environment.
Ralfl had a wonderful irrever-
ent sense of humour and a dry
wit. His reputation as a cartoon-
ist was well known. Often while
sitting in at the press table of the
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Bellingen Shire Council he would
come up with some quirky social
comment on Council goings on.
He loved the Bellingen Company
of Clowns often making their
props, driving the 'Clown Mobile'
and helping them make a quick

gelaway.
Rall communicated well with
young pecople. He believed

strongly in the their position as
our future decision makers.
Whether it was political lohbying,
clectronies, photography, or run-
ning clection campaigns, he
always had time to pass on his
skills.

During those early yecars at
2BBB FM Ralf met Dorin Hart
and for the last 15 years they
have forged a great relationship
both publicly and privately. Ralf
will be sadly missed by Dorin and
her children and grandchildren.

For those who knew Ralf and
wish (o add thoughts, photos or
anecdotes to the 'Farewell Book'
started at the funeral, please
contact Dorin or drop by the
house in North Bellingen.

All of us will miss Ralf Martin.
As Roma Mulder said as she gave
the culogy at his funeral on
Saturday: .

Farewell to a man who wished
to be remembered as a stirrer and
a political and social reformer. A
man who was also an elder, a
wise man, and environmental
guardian. a caring human being,
but above all a friend.’
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arewell to Ralf Martin
1930 - 1998

Ralf Martin, founding member
and Elder of Chrysalis Commu-
nity, Ballingen, died at midday
on Wednesday 22 July 1998. He
was buried in Chrysalis Commu-
nity Cemetery on Saturday
attended by many friends and
family.

Ralf was born on the 20th
Septenrber 1930 in the dockside
slums of Bermondsey, London.
His great love of the environment
was instilled in his early years by
his mother, a country woman
from Surrey, and his other rela-
tives. Zven in the city his mother
would take him fossicking
around the parks and commons
for hazel nuts, crab apples, beech
mast, nettles and other ‘bush
tucker. She took Ralf to stay
with his relatives whenever she
could and there he leamed with
his uncle the arts of poaching,
making dandelion wine and other
subversive activities. He was
allowed to go away for short
spells, travelling with the local
gypsies. His mother appears to
have been a great explorer and
she and Rall went on discovery
trips zll around central London,
down little known walking tun-
nels under the Thames, the

dockside warchouses smelling of
curty spices, and the nooks and
crannies of the Tower of London.

It was in the London slums,
aged four or five that Ralf's inter-
est in radio and electronics was
born. He loved staring down
manholes, fascinated by the Post
Office workmen with their multi
coloured wiring. One day they
gave him off cuts of cable end
and he spent hours under the
Kitchen table joining the various
colour combinations together.
His father too must have had
some influence. He had been, in
Ralf's words, 'Onec of Mr Mar-
coni's Intrep:d Wireless Opera-
tors’ in the First World War,
sitting in the back seat of a Royal
Flying Corps Aeroplane in 1915
while defending England against
the Hun. Ra’f was bilterly disap-
pointed in later ycars when his
father refused to go with Marconi
when the whole works moved to
America. It turned out to be a
disastrous decision. The Depres-
sion years were in full swing and
Rall's father spent several years
unemployed.

By the outbreak of war Ralfs
family was living in a new hous-
ing estate at West Ruislip on the

SCHOOL NEWS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

a) Child Protection permission nole
b) Student Emergency Contacts
information updates
¢) Kinder Heallh Screening note
d) Student Profile folders.
CANTEEN NEWS
Please note that the school will
only provide LUNCH for children
who ferget lunch or money from
home. Children can book up a
lunch ‘rom the canteen which must
be paid back within one week.
Children who bring lunch to
school and want to book up items

such es chips, paddle pops etc will
be refused. Please discuss this
matter with ycur child(ren).
CURRENT UNIT

This week we started a five week |
unit on 'Inver:tions' which looks at
technology and things we use in |
our everyday lives. Children will be |
encouraged to be inventive with
writing, thinking skills and con- |
struction activities in Science. |
Information reports, debating |
issues on Technology and its eflects
on our lives, projects on inventions
and using technology such as fax
mach:nes, the world wide web and
e-mail will be features of the leamn-
ing for senior students.
K-1 NEWS

Welcome back to Term 3. It's
lovely to see zll the children's smil-

“ ing faces. We have had a short but

busy week warking on the letter 'k’
We've made koalas and read stories
about kings and made crowns to
wear.

We have settled very well and
Kindergarten has shown some mar-
vellous improvement in their work.
Well done Kindergarten!

The First Class children are
really trying hard and have started
their term with great enthusiasm.

If you havs anything that might
fit into our Science theme - 'Inven-
tions and Technology' — we would
be glad to ses it [please don't send
in anything expensive!] for news,
with a little bit of information.
What is it? Where did your child get
it? How is it used? Why was it
invented?

Discuss this at home with your
child before they come to school so
they have a little information about
their invention or piece of
technology.

Our letter for next week is 'v'.
IMPORTANT DATES
Thursday, July 30: Wirunngga's
2nd visit - bush tucker and mural
paintings 9.30am to 11.30am
Wednesday, August 5: Years 3/5
Basic Skills Test
Wednesday, August 12:
meeting. Chcok Run ideas.

P&C
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rapidly growing western fringe of
London. Bombing was frequent
and Ralfs already quick reflexes
were sharpened, racing out to
extinguish fire bombs as they
rained down  in the street.
Always a 'beanpole’, at 14 Ralf
had reached 6'2". By night he
could be mistaken for an adult
and managed to slip into relief
shifts loading and firing the anti
aircraft guns at the end of the
street. When his mother found
out she sent him to cool off in the
country !

Back in London with the war
ending he moved into the work-
force and in his spare time
concentrated on his passion,
bicycle racing. His club rode all
over southermn England for their
training. This, and his love of the
country drew him into the new
Youth Hostels movement. At 15
he was the Secretary of the
London YHA and spent weekends
on volunteer work fitting out
suitable premises as hostels.

Ralfs sense of social justice
was in force early on in life. At
the age of 16 he wanted to join
the youth teams in the former
Yugoslavia, working to rebuild
the railways damaged in WWw2.
His father, who regarded him as
a 'dangerous Bolshevik' prev-
ented him from going by refusing
to sign his passport. By this time
Ralf was also a member of the
communist party.

Ralfs dream as a teenager had
been to become an architect.
However, knowing this was a
financial impossibility, his
mother got him signed on as an
Apprentice Electrician. This
proved to be a good move as the
ETU encouraged bright young
men with their education. When
he did his National Service with
the RAF he was able to develop
his skills further inte electronics.
particularly radio. The ETU was
strongly uniomised and with the
union support on demob Ralf
was able to complete a degree in
cleetrical engineering at London
University. {

From the Marconi times
onwards Rall had hankered for a
lifc in North America. He worked
in London long enough to earn
his passage (o Canada, and a
new life began. During the '50s
Rall taught himself photography,
an art in which he excelled and
gained an international reputa-
tion. Based in Canada he would
go anywhere and everywhere
there was work — from the Arctic
Circle to Panama, on research
projeets, or as a photo journalist,
and sometimes plain bread-and-
butter photography. He had a
strong connection with the wild-
erness and with Native American
Indians. Some of his personal
professional highlights were as
photographer on canoeing exped-
itions in southern Canada and
later with the Inuit.

In the late 50s - early 60s Ralf
was part of the group who hung
out at the then small folk festival
at Woodstock (he was appalled by
the crowds and commercialism of
later years). Amongst his friends
were Leonard Cohen, Marshall
Mcluen, Buffy Saint Marie. He
heard Timothy Leary speak. By
an amazing coincidence while
working for the Toronto Globe,

Ralfs arch rival on the city's "

other big newspaper was Peter
Geddes. Years later they would
meet up again and work together
in Bellingen on Radio 2BBB FM!

Perhaps Ralfs most profound
experience during this time was
covering the black civil rights
movement in Selma, Alabama.
There he witnessed the ultimate
evils of race hatred. For the rest
of his life he could never forget
the horror of seeing the bodies of
black American citizens, lynched
by mobs, hanging from the lamp
posts.

In 1968 Ralf left Canada for

|

Australia and continued his pho-
tographic career in Brisbane as

manager of Green's Photo-
graphics.
Once again he saw the

results of the suppression of
human rights during the Bjelke
Petersson government's reign.
Ralf took part in street marches,
he thumbed his nose at authority
by planting dope in the grounds
of Government House. At this
time, he helped construct the
first studio of Community Radio
4777

Ralf's early YHA days in Eng-
land brought him into -close
contact with the Quaker commu-
nity at Jordans. From this he
developed a vision of community
life in the country as the ideal
way to live. The opportunity to
put this into practice came in
1978 when he and friends
bought land on the Kalang Road,
Bellingen and Chrysalis Commu-
nity was born. He invested
enormous physical energy on the
property in the early days, build-
ing roads, houses, water systems
and gardens. Always the inven-
tor, Ralf came into his own
creating mud brick rams, bush
houses, solar electrical systems,
and, most recently -electronic
systems for solar wood kilns. His
practical and technical skills
WETE awesonie.

Ralf continued his social activ-
ism in the wider community and
was involved in the founding and
continued existence of the Bellin-
gen Neighbourhood Centre. He
was an active member of the loeal
branch of the Labor Party, (only
resigning his 40 years member-
ship of the Labor Party when it
abandoned its anti-nuclear
policy). He was a founding mem-
ber of the Bellingen Residents
Association, who went on to
develop the Bellingen Markets.
He was a prime mover in getting
Multiple Occupancy accepted.
He assisted in getting a number
of new Shire Council members
clected, including Kevin Childs,
our first ‘green’ councillor.

Ralf was committed to creating
a politically informed local popu-
lation. During the 1980s and
carly 1990s he reported on Bell-
ingen Shire Council events as a
journalist for the fledgling 2BBB
I'M. He was part of a strong local
news  team including Peter
Geddes, Robin Williams (Martin)
Helen Merkel and Dorin Hart,
who created perhaps the 'golden
age' of 2BBB's local government
coverage. They produced signifi-
cant and positive changes in local
government. "The Council Report’
with ils sigpature tune The
Thieving Magpie' was looked for-
ward to eagerly by the 2BBB FM
aucience. It has even been
rumoured that Council staff
listened in to find out what their
employers had been up to.

His technical expertise came
into good stead in assisting 2BBB
FM. There were always repairs to
be made to the ailing equipment.
His advice on new purchases was
invaluable. He designed and built
the Outside Broadecast Unit
which allowed 2BBB to give reli-
able live broadcasts of the
beloved Bellingen Magpies. He
also took his turm on the Board
of Directors and served one term
as Co-op Secretary.

Ralf's passion in his final
years was the Bellinger River and
the quality of our water. He was a
community representative on the
first Total Catchment Manage-
ment Committee and the Vice
President of the current one. He
worked actively to improve the
processes of the committee in its
role of repairing and maintaining
the quality of our environment.

Ralf had a wonderful irrever-
ent sense of humour and a dry
wit. His reputation as a cartoon-
ist was well known. Often while
sitting in at the press table of the

Bellingzn Shire Coancil he would
come vp with some quirky social
comment on Council goings on.
He loved ihe Bellingeri Company
of Clowns often making their
props, driving tke 'Clown Mobile'
and helping them ma<e a quick

getaway.
Ralf communicated well with
young  people. He Dbelieved

strongly in the their 2osition as
our futtre decisior. makers.
Whether it was political lobbying,
electronics, pholograpay, or run-
ning election campaigns, he
always had time o pass on his
skills.

During those early years at
2BBB FM Ralf met Dorin Hart
and for the last 15 years they
have forged a great relationship
both publicly and privately. Ralf
will be saily missec by Dorin and
her children anc grandchildren.

For those who knew Ralf and
wish to add thoughts, photos or
anecdotes to the 'Farewell Book'
started at the funeral, please
centact DJorin or drop by the
house in North Bellingen.

All of us will miss Ralf Martin.
As Roma Mulder said as she gave
the eulogy at his funeral on
Saturday:

Farewell to c man who wished
ta be remembered as a stirrer and
a political and scclal reformer. A
man who was also an elder, a
wise man, and ervironmental
guardian. a caring huwnan being,
but above all a friend.



